
Turkey Knot
Also known as Ghiordes Knot, the Turkey Knot stitch makes 
a velvety pile.  It is also known as the Rya Stitch in rug 
making techniques.  �e diagrams show the stitches spaced 
well apart so you can visualize the stitch.  When working 
Turkey Knots, the closer the stitches are to one another, the 
thicker the plush will be when cut and combed.

1. Take the needle and thread to the back at A 
leaving a 1” tail. Bring the needle and thread to the front 
at B, just to the left of A. Take the needle and thread to 
the back at C, just to the right of A.

2. Bring the needle and thread to the front at A. 
Make a loop and take the needle and thread to the back 
at D.

3. Bring the needle and thread to the front at E, 
just to the right of D. Take the needle and thread to the 
back at C just to the left of D.

4. Continue working across the row to the end.  

5. Begin the second row directly above A.  Work 
the required number of rows to �ll the shape.

Note:  Turkey knots should be worked in straight lines, 
regardless of the shape which is to be �lled.

6. Stand the loops up and trim them evenly, being 
careful not to trim them too short. Comb the threads 
and shape to desired height and appearance.

Tip: Combing the threads with an eyebrow brush or by 
rubbing your �ngernail across the cut threads, making them 
“�u�”.
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